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Section 1. Legislative purpose. Thc Town of Florence , hereby enacts this local law for the 
purpose of reducing thc cost of maintaining and rehabilitating low volume rural town roads while providing that such 
roads when used in a manner consistent with thc road classification will be safe for the users thereof While there ai-e 
generally accepted standaids for thc design, mc-"*?nance and rehabilitation of high volume roads, there are no such 
comparable standards for roads over which a relatively low volume of traffic passes. In the event there can be a savings 
in the cost of maintaining or rehabihtating a road that has relatively few vehicles traveling over it, the money saved could 
be spent on more intense maintenance of roads over which travel is greater. The result could be greater overall safetv' for 
thc general public. Smce thc town resources to be expended for highways is limited, it is incumbent upon thc town to 
utilize such limited resources in a manner which targets expenditures on the most heavily traveled roads. It is for such 
purposes that this local law is enacted. 

Section 2. Legislative findmgs. In 1986 the Ncw York State Legislature created the Local Road Classification Task 
Force (Chapter 708 of the Laws of 1986). Such task force was charged widi developmg aitemative guidelines for 
classî ing town and coimty roads in rural areas according to principal uses and traffic volume. The task force consisted 
of die Commissioner of Transportation or his designee, thc Dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences of 
Comell University or his designee, four rural town highway superintendents, three rural county highway superintendents 
and three rural business people. Such task force afler considerable discussions and upon hearing many experts prepared 
local road classification guidelines and issued a report in December of 1988. In December of 1989 the task force issued 
"A Manual: Guidelines For Rural Town and County Roads" to facilitate thc use ofthe locai classification by local 
officials. In July of 1990, the Legislative Commission on Rural Resources worked with the Senate, Assembly, State 
Department ofTransportation and thc Govemors office to establish a New York State Locai Roads Research and 
Coordination Council (see Article 16-B Execudve Law and Chapters 565 and 652 ofthe laws of 1990). The Council was 
empowered to work wiih the Department of Transponation to: 

1. Promote the training of municipal officials and employees to encourage the utihzation of 
innovative and cost cutting procedures as well as more efficient highway maintenance and 
consolidation methods; 

2. Encourage the coordination oflocal road maintenance and storage facilities; 

3. Encourage towns and counties to contract with each other for the maintenance of local roads and 
bridges; 

4. Develop a minimum maintenance road classification addressing repair and service standards for 
low volume rural roads, as well as procedures to be followed by local govemments for designing 
minimiun maintenance roads within their communities. Accordingly, the Council revised the 
1989 Local Roads Classification Task Force Report and published it for use by rural towns and 
county govemments December 30, 1992. 



Section 3. The town superintendent ofhighways, in the event he or she fmds it to be in the best interests oflhe 
town, may classify one or more roads or portions thereof as one ofthe following t\pes of roads: low volume collector: 
residential access; farm access; resource/industrial access, agricultural land access; recrealional land access or minimum 
maintenance road. However, no road shall be fmally determined to be a minimum maintenance road until so designated 
by the town board by local law. The classification of any road or designated portion thereof shall be consistent with the 
definitions of such tvpe of road as set forth in section ten of this local law. Upon the classification of any road or portion 
thereof by thc town superintendent such designation shall be filed in the office ofthe town clerk and a copy shall be 
presented to each member ofthe town board by the town clerk widiin 10 days ofsuch filing. Such designation shall be 
accompanied by a fmding by thc town superintendent which shall contain the information upon which the highway 
superintendent relied when designating such road or portion thereof The town board may at a lown board meetmg 
following thc filing of such designation adopt a resolution accepimg such designation except that the designation of a 
minimum maintenance road shall be by local law as provided in section four of this local law. Upon thc adoption of such 
resolution, the road or portion ihereof shall be classified as detennined by the town highway superintendent and such town 
highway superintendent shall take into consideration thc guidelines for maintaining such road or portion thereof as set 
forth in section ten ofthis local law. 

Section 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of section three of this local law no road or portion thereof shall be 
designated as a mmimum maintenance road excepl after following the procedure set forth in sections four through sbc 
inclusive. 

a. The town superintendent ofhighways shall submit to the town board a recommendation that a road or 
portion thereof should be designated as a minimum maintenance road. No road or portion thereof shall 
be recommended as a minimum maintenance road by the town superintendent ofhighways unless the 
traffic voiume is less than 50 vehicles per day as detemiined by the town superintendent ofhighways and 
such road or portion thereof is an agricultural land access road or a recreational land access road, and 
that such road or portion thereof does not provide fann centers of operation and/or year-round residences 
with principal motor vehicle access to goods and services necessary for the effective support of such 
farms and/or year-round residences. 

b. The town upon the approval ofsuch recommendation shall by local law designate such road or portion 
thereof as a minimum maintenance road. 

c. At least ten days before the public hearing on such local law, written notice of such hearing shall be 
served by certified mail upon every owner of real property, as determined by the latest completed 
assessment roll, abutting such road or portion thereof to be designated a minimum maintenance road. 

d. No local law designating a minimum maintenance road shall be effective unlil signs pursuanl to sections 
six and eleven of this local law are first posted advising the public that such road is a minimum 
mainienance road, 

e. No road or portion thereof, once designated a minimum maintenance road shall be determined to have 
besn abandoned pursuant to the provisions of subdivision one ofsection two hundred five ofthe highway 
law until at least six years have elapsed since the temiination of the designation of said road or portion 
thereof as a minimum maintenance road. 



Prior lo any public hearing reiating to the adoption ofa local law designating a low volume road or 
ponion thereof as a minimum mainienance road, the town board shall issue fmdings that such road or 
portion thereof should be designated a minimum maintenance road. Such fmdmgs shall include but not 
be limited to: 

1. the volume and t>pe of motor vehicle traffic on such road; 

2. a determination that the propertv' owners ofland abutting the road shall continue to 
have reasonable access lo their property. 

3. a detennination that the users of thc road or portion ihereof travelmg at a reasonable 
and prudent speed, under the circumstances, shall not be placed in a hazardous 
situation; and 

4. a detennination that such road, or portion thereof, does not constitute a farm access as 
defmed pursuant to section ten ofthis local law. 

5. a detennination that such road, or ponion thereof, does not constitute access to a year-
round residence. 

Such fmdings shall be on file in thc office ofthe town clerk and be available for public mspection for at least 60 days 
before the public hearing on the local law. 

Section 5. School board and planning board review. A copy of the fmdings in section four shall also be sent to the 
board of education ofthe central school, lown and county planning boards in which each road or road segment is located. 
Such school board and planning boards shall review thc findings and within forty-five days file with the town clerk a 
resolution recommending such road designation or, in the event such designation is not recommended, thc scfaool board 
or planning board shall set forth in a resolution the reasons for not recommending such designation. The town board may, 
by resolution, accept, accept in part or reject the recommendations of either the school board or town plaiming board or 
county planning board prior to any vole upon the proposed local law. In the event the school board, county planning board 
or town planning board take no action upon the fmdings issued by the town board, thc town board shall consider such 
inaction as a recommendation for thc proposed minimum maintenance designation. 

Section 6. Posting of signs. Appropriate signs shall be placed on a minimum maintenance road. Such signs shali 
noti '̂ and advise motorists of the need lo exercise caution when traveling such road and shall confonn to the manual of 
uniform traffic controi devices. Properiy posted signs shail be prima facie evidence that adequate notice ofa minimum 
maintenance road designation has been given to the public. 

Section 7. Minimum maintenance practices. Minimum maintenance roads shall be maintained in a manner 
detennined by the town highway superintendent to be consistent with the volume and type of traffic traveling on such road. 
NOTTiai road maintenance practices such as, but not limited to paving, patching, blading, dragging or mowing may be done 
less fi'cquentiy depending upon thc existing condition and use of the road as shall be detemiined by the town 
superintendent ofhighways. The guidelines for thc method and manner of maintaining a minimum maintenance road are 
set forth in section ten ofthis local law. 



Section 8. Discontinuance of minimum maintenance road Any person or persons owning or occupying real propertv' 
abutting a road or portion thereof which has been designaied a minimum mamtenance road may petition the town board 
to discontinue the designation ofsuch road or portion thersof as a minimum maintenance road. Such petition shall be filed 
vvith the clerk of die town. Such petition shall identify' the road or portion ihereof to be discontinued as a minimum 
raaintenance road and set forth thc reasons for such discontinuance. Tne town board shall hold a public hearing upon such 
petition widiin thirtv' dav-s after its receipt; at least len days public notice shall be given prior to the conduct of such pubhc 
hearing. At least ten dav-s before the public hearing on such petition, written notice of such public hearing shall be served 
by certified mail upon every owner of real propenv', as detennined by the latest assessment roll abutting such road or 
ponion thereof In the event the town board after such public hearing determines tiiat such road or portion thereof shall 
continue as a minimum maintenance road, no petition may be submitted pursuant to this section until the lapse of at least 
two years fi'om the date of the filing of the petition. In the event it is determined that such road shall be discontinued as 
a minimum maintenance road, the town board, by local law shall discontinue such road or portion thereof as a minimum 
maintenance road and such discontinuance shall take place six months after the commencement ofthe next succeeding 
fiscal year. 

Section 9. Notwithstanding the provisions of section eight of this local law, the town board may adopl a local law 
discontinuing such minimum maintenance road designation in the event it determines such discontinuance to be in the 
public interest. 

Section 10. The following tables and accompanv-ing data shall be used as guides by the town superintendent of 
highways to classify low volume roads in the Town of Florence ^nd shall be used to enable the town 
superintendent to determine the guideUnes he may follow to enable him to detemiine the manner in which low volume rural 
roads may be designed, maintained and operated. 

CLASSIFICATION FOR LOW VOLUME ROADS AND 
GUIDELINES FOR THEIR DESIGN. MAINTENANCE. AND OPERATION 

The following classifications have been developed to establish a close relationship between the uses ofiow volume roads 
and their design, maintenance and operation and are hereby adopted by the Town of Florence . 
The classifications identify the significant use characteristics, including traffic volumes, vehicle types and seasonal use 
characteristics, thu. ar; pr̂ ŝ r.: c: New York State's low volume, roads. Guidelines for the design, maintenance and traffic 
control have been deveiopea Uiai are closely matched to those use characteristics. Such guidelines shall be used by the 
town superintendent ofhighways. 

Land use adjacent to the road shall be the basis for classification because it is a convenient and accurate way of identifying 
die kind of use that a low volume road serves. 

A low volume road is a road with zero to 400 vehicles per day. 

Low Volume Road Qassifications in the Town of Florence 

Low Volume Collector-collects traffic fi-om any ofthe other classifications and channels it to higher 
level roads, such as arterials and mterstates. 

Residential Access-provides access to residences. The traffic volume generated depends on the number 
of residences. All year access for fire tmcks, ambulances and school buses should be provided 



• Farm Access-provides access lo a farm's center of operations including the residence. Traffic volume 
is generally low, but may include occasional heavy trucks and farm equipment 

• Resource/Industrial Access-provides access to industrial or mining operations. Traffic volume can 
vary and can include heav>' trucks and significant numbers of employees' cars. 

• Agricultural Land Access-provides access to farm land. Traffic volumes are low and vary seasonally. 
These roads should accommodate farm equipment lhat can be up to 20 feet wide. 

• Recreation Land Access-provides access lo recreational land including seasonal dwellings and parks. 
Volumes of traffic can vary with the type of recreation facihty and season of the year, and may include 
recreational vehicles. 

• Minimum Maintenance Road-a low-volume road or road segment which may be of a seasonal nature, 
having an average traffic volume of less than fifly vehicles per day which principally or exclusively 
provides agricultural or recreational land access. A road, or road segment, which has been so designated 
raay be maintained at a level which allows such road to remain passable and fimctional in accordance 
vvith standards contained ui this section of the Guidelines. In no way shall the term "minimum 
maintenance" be construed to mean "no maintenance" or "abandonment". Further, such term shall not 
apply to those roads, or road segments, which provide farm access as previously defined, or access to 
an individual year-round residence. 

The guidelines for rehabilitation design shall mclude three rehabilitation design types. Rehabilitation Design Tvpe A is 
an all purpose road on which vehicles can pass without a reduction in speed. Rehabilitation Design Type B is an area ser­
vice, two lane road on which vehicles may have to reduce their speeds to pass. Rehabihtation Design Type C is an area 
service, one lane road on which either of two passing vehicles must slow, stop or briefly leave the roadway to allow thc 
other to pass. 

V^cle interaction characteristics shall be considered by the town superintendent ofhighways as the basis for assigning 
the design tvpes to the respective Classifications. Vehicle size (as determined by the absence or presence of sigmficant 
truck traffic) and traffic volumes (of either greater or equal to 50 vehicles per day, or less than 50 vehicles per day) are 
the criteria used Thc 50 vehicle per day threshold is used because, at fewer than 50 vehicles per day, vehicle mter^,-;..j 
become so infi-equent that the effect on vehicle operation is negligible. 

The guidelines to be followed by the town superintendent of highways for maintenance shall include provisions for a 
minimum maintenance designation that allows a reduced level of maintenance on roads which are used for agricultural 
or recreational land access. 

The guidelines for traffic control parallel the maintenance guidelines. They may include recommendations for signs on 
normally maintained roads and a minimum maintenance road sign shall be posted at the entrance points to minimum 
maintenance roads. The only other signs recommended for minimum maintenance roads are those mandated by Law (for 
all roads). 



lAELELI 

RURAL LOW VOLUME ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

ROAD USE GUIDELINES 

Road Gassification Vehicle Type ADT^̂ ^ Rehabilitation 
Desien Type 

Maintenance Traffic 
Control 

1. Low Volume Collector All vehicles 50-400 
<50 

A 
B 

Nonnal MUTCD^̂ ^ 

2. Residential Access Cars, emergency 
and service 
vehicles 

50-400 
<50 

B 
C 

Normal 
Nonnal 

MUTCD 
MUTCD 

3. Farm Access Cars, light tmcks, 
occasional heavy 
tmcks, farm 
equipment 

250-400 
<250 

A 
B 

Normal 
Normal 

MUTCD 
MUTCD 

4. Resource/Industrial Access Tmcking 
emolovees cars 

50-400 
<50 

A 
B 

Normal 
Normal 

MUTCD 
MUTCD 

5. Agricultural Land Access Occasional farm 
equipment 
seasonal 

- C Mm. Maint MUTCD 

6. Recreational Land Access Cars, R-V's 
Seasonal 

50-400 
<50 

B 
C 

Normal 
Mm. Maint 

MUTCD 
MUTCD 

Note: 
Average Daily Traffic 
"Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices" Supplemented by "Traffic Sign Hcir.dbock fcr Low Vohimt 

Roads " New York State Department of Transportation Traffic and Safety Division, June 1985. 



TABLE 2 

DESIGN GITIDELINES FOR ROAD REHABILITATION BY ROAD TYPE 

Type A 
AJl Purpose Road 

TypeB 
Area Service 2-Way 

2 Lane Road 

Type C 
Area Service Single Lane 

2-Way Road 

Muiimum Width 
Traveled Wav 

18feet̂ ^̂  16 feel̂ ^̂  lOfeel̂ -^ 

Shoulder 2 fcet 2 feet 

Opposing Vehicle 
Interactions 

All vehicles pass with no 
speed reductions 

1. Tmcks carmot meet 
without reducing speed. 
2. Cars cannot meet 
trucks without reducing 
speed. 
3. Cars pass with almost 
normal speed. 

All vehicles require special 
widening for passing. 

Operating 
Speed̂ '̂ 

45 mph or greater 25 mph to 45 mph 40 mph or iess 

Typical Surface 
Material̂ ^^ 

Asphaltic Concrete 
ADT>150 

Aggregate ADT<150 

Asphaltic Concrete 
ADT>150 

Aggregate ADT<150 

Usually unsurfaced 

Surface 
Condition 

No adverse effect on 
operating speed 

May cause reduction in 
operating speed 

Reduced operating speed 

' Add 2ft. to the traveled way if significant truck traffic is present. 

^ If farm vehicles are present, maintain 20 foot horizontal clearance. Widening of traveled way should be provided 
at approximately IOOO foot intervals to allow vehicles to pass. 

^ Applicable to normal maintenance roads. 

^ ADT thresholds recommended based on economic analysis, "Economic Evaluation of Pavement Design for Low 
Volume Roads," Proceedings of the Third Intemational Low Volume Road Conference 1983, Comell University. 



TABLE 3 

CROSS SLOPE DRAINAGE CRITERIA, BY SURFACE TYPE 

Surface Tvpe Range in Cross Slope 

High (asphalt, etc.) 1.5%-2.0% 
hitermediate (surface treated) l.5%--3.0% 
Low (unpaved) 4.0%"6.0% 

» Gear Zone—The width ofthe roadside area that should be studied for possible hazard mitigation 
measures varies with the operating speed, traffic level and degree of curvature ofthe road. Desirable 
clear iones are indicated below. (Clear zone is measured firom the edge ofthe traveled way.) 

Type A Road—a 10-foot clear zone is desirable. 

Type B Road—a 2-foot to 5-foot clear zone is desirable; a 10-foot clear zone on the outside of sharp 
curves and on curves at the bottom of long grades is desirable. 

Type C Road—a 2-foot clear zone is desirable; a wider clear zone on the outside of sharp curves is 
suggested. On minimum maintenance roads a clear zone may not be provided. 

Hazard mitigation measures to be considered include: 

- Improved delineation ofthe road mcluding edgelmes, delineators and reflectors. 
- Guiderail 
- Berms and earth work 
- Drainage modifications 
- Removal ofthe hazard 

Property owners should recognize the legal right oflocal government to remove fixed objects wilhin the right of way of 
the road. 

Guiderail— New York State Department ofTransportation Guiderail and Bridge rail designs are intended 
for high volume, high speed highways and are often too expensive for many low volume road 
apphcations. Alternative designs lhat are less expensive and adequately tested to assure 
performance may be used on low volume roads. 

Source: AASHTO Policy for Geometric Design of Highways and Streets, 1984. 



TABLE 4 

MAINTEN.\NCE ACTIVITIES FOR LOW VOLLTVIE ACTIVITIES 
AND MINIMUM MAINTENANCE TOWN ROADS 

Activitv Nonnal Maintenance Roads Mmimum Maintenance Roads { 
1 

Surface Maintenance 

Crack Sealing 
Patching and Potholes 
Surface Seals 
Thin Overiays 
Snow Removal 
Shoulder Maintenance 

As necessary 
On demand 
As necessary 
As necessary 
Roads kept clear 
Grading cleaning 

Maintain in manner detennined by town 
highway superintendent consistent with 
volume and type of traf5c and in the manner 
stated in section seven ofthis local law. 

Bladine Regular Infrequent 

Roadside Maintenance 

Cleaning 
Mowing 
Brush Control 
Guide Rail Maint 
Drainage: 
-Structure 
-Ditches 
Slopes 

As necessary 
Regular 
Site Distance maintained 
Reguiar 

As necessary 
Positive drainage maintained 
Repair failures 

Maintain in manner determined by tou-n 
highway supermtendent consistenl with 
volume and type of trafiic and in the mamier 
stated in section seven ofthis local law. 

• Bridges 

Cleaning 
Lubrication 
Painting 
Deck 
Drainaee 

As necessary to preserve bridge 
As necessary to preserve bridge 
As necessary to preserve bridge 
As necessary to preserve bndge 
As necessarv to preserve bridee 

Maintain in manner determined by town 
highway superintendent consistent with 
volume and type of trafiic and in the manner 
stated in section seven of this local law. 

Siens MUTCD MUTCD 

Note: 

(1) MUTCD is the Manual of Uniform Traffic Controi Devices. 



Surface Maintenance 

Crack Sealing - manually pouring hot asphalt, with or without a fiber reinforcement matenal, into road surface cracks 
that have first been cleaned of all loose debris, vegetation, etc. Thc cracks may occur at constmction joints, utility cuts, 
or just be random due to the effects of time, weather, loads, etc. Crack sealing has been found to be a very cost-effective 
measure, because it prevents the entry of vvater into thc base course and subgrade. 3y blocking the entry ofwater, crack 
sealing indirectiy strengthens the load supporting cap abilitv̂  ofthe road. 

Patching and Potholes - piacement and compaction of asphalt concrete into surface defects, such as potholes, which 
have first been cut back lo sound material and cleaned of loose debris, water, etc. While a certain amount of this work 
will have to be done on an emergency basis during inclement weather to provide a safe road, expedient patches should 
be replaced with pemianent patches using proper methods and materials vvhen conditions arc favorable. Extensive 
patching and potholes is an indication that a pavement has reached the end of its functional life, and the road should be 
scheduled for rehabilitation in accordance with the guidelmes set forth in this local law. 

Surface Seals - also known as "chip seals," this metiiod involves spraying a rapid-setting emulsified asphalt onto tiie 
road surface, followed unmediately by the placement of a single layer of clean, crushed stone particles. A pneumatic, 
mbber-tired compactor is used to press the stones into the asphaU before the emulsion sets up. Chip sealing is used 
where the sunace cracking is more extensive, while manual crack sealing is used where the cracking is less extensive. 
Chip sealing may also be used to enhance skid resistance on a slipperv- road. Where water entrv- is prevented by the 
surface seal, some strengthening ofthe road will result. 

Thin Overlays - while "thin" is a relative term, it is used here to refer to hot-mix or cold-mix overiay shaving a 
thickness of 1 Vi inches or less. This method adds more to the stmctural capability ofthe paveraent than does a chip 
seal. However, it performs much the same fimction as a chip seal, although it can be expected to have a more lasting 
efFect When a thin overiay is placed on a paved road, it is customaiy to use a tack coat lo promote a bond between the 
old surface and thc overlay. According to the Asphalt Instimte, the tack coat should be sprayed fi'om a distributor, 
allowing adequate time for it lo become "tacky" before paving. Traffic should be kept off the tacked area before paving. 
They recommend using an SS-1 or a CSS-1 asphalt emulsion diluted 50-50 witii water, and applied at a rate of 0.05 to 
0.15 gallons per square yard. Application of tack coat a higher rates should be avoided, as this can lead to slippage of 
the overlay or "bleeding" and loss of skid resistance on the surface of the overlay. 

Snow Removal - Snow and ice control are performed to foster safety and to expedite travel during the winter months. 
Blading of snow is done to remove it from the roadway to prevent the buildup of ice. Abrasives (sand, usually mixed 
with salt) are used to enhance trafficabihty during a storm or immediately afterward vvhen a thin layer of ice or snow 
remains on the road Salt is used to lower the melting temperature ofthe ice, and to dimirush the bond ofthe ice on the 
r-oad surface. 

Shoulder Maintenance - activities may differ depending on whetiier the shoulder is paved or unpaved. The objective 
is to keep the surface smooth so that moving vehicles can leave the main roadway safely, and also to assure that water 
fi-om the road will move across the shoulder and into the ditch or gutter. It is particularly important to remove the 
accumulated winter maintenance abrasives firom the shoulders to prevent the retention ofwater near the edge ofthe 
pavement. 

Blading - for aggregate roads and unpaved shoulders, blading removes potholes, cormgations, and other surface defects, 
rendering the surface smoother and safer to travel on. Blading is usually preceded by scarification to a depth slightiy 
deeper than the deepest surface defects. Blading should be used to estabhsh a cross-slope of 4 to 6 percent (Vi to 3/4 
inch per foot) for good drainage and to reduce the development of potholes in the aggregate surface. 

10 



Regraveling - the addition of aggregate materials to re-establish the crown and grade ofthc road. This activity is 
commonK- done at the same time as blading, but less fi-equently. The new aggregate is needed periodically to make up 
for materials that have been lost due to traffic, water erosion, dusting, and blading losses. 

Dust Palliation - application ofwater, calcium chloride, sodium chloride (salt), lignin sulfonate, or other non-toxic 
chemicals to bind the surface and prevent loss of dust. Dust loss leads to the gradual erosion of the road surface, 
reducing ils thickness and load supporting capabihty. Dust can make summertime travel hazardous when traffic volumes 
arc sufficient to require passing maneuvers. Sometimes the use of dust palliatives will reduce the need for blading and 
regraveling to a sufficient degree to be highly cost-effective. 

Roadside Maintenance 

Qeaning - picking up litter and other roadside debris, principally for aesthetic reasons, but also to protect the flow 
capacity of culverts and ditches. 

Mowing - cutting grass and weeds. This is particularly important near driveways and intersections, to provide a clear 
line of sight for traffic. 

Brush Control - cutting woody shmbs to prevent encroachment onto the righi-of-way. This is important to provide 
adequate sight distance, particularly around the inside of curves, and at driveways and intersections. 

Guiderail Maintenance - replacement of damaged, ineffective guiderail. This may also involve use of herbicides to 
retard the growth of weeds and shmbs in fi'ont of and inimediately behind the guideraii. 

Drainage - cleaning debris firom the inlets and outiets around culverts, and cleaning ditches to maintain flow capacity. 
When possible, ditches should be cleaned m the late spring of the year, so that vegetation vvill be quickly re-estabUshed 
to protect against erosion. At other times, reseeding may be necessary for erosion protection. 

Slope Maintenance - remove landshde debris, cut and remove trees fi"om fill slopes, protect against erosion due to 
runoff fi-om the road surface or ditches, seed slopes to retard erosion. 

Bridges 

Bridge Maintenance - cleaning of drainage scuppers, lubrication of pins and bearings, painting of beams and railings, 
cleaning and patching of deck surface defects, removal of winter maintenance abrasive and salt residues, protection of 
bridge abutments against scour and erosion, mspection of abutments, clearance ofthe waterway to maintain flow 
capacity. 

Signs 

Sign Maintenance - clearance of shmbs and trees obstmcting visibility, repiacement of damaged signs, verification that 
signs are used and placed in accordance vvitii the Manual on Uniform Traffiic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

11 



Section 11. Cniidelines fcr Traffic CQntroi cn Rural Low Volume and Minimum Maintenance Roads. Tnis section 
lists guidelines for traffic control on rural low volume and minunum raainter.ance roads. It describes methods of trciffic 
controi that are cost effective and promote safety. 

Signs on Low Volume Roads 

Thc tovvn superintendent of highways is authorized in Secticn 1682 oftiie Vehicle and Traffic Lavv to decide ccnditicns 
to vvhich drivers are to be alerted wilh traffic control devices. It is mandatory to provide signs indicating weight 
restrictions, low clearances, dead-end roadways, railroad crossings and road closures. Tnese arc specified elsewhere m 
Law. On low volume roads subject to nonnal maintenance activities, the decision regarding the need for other signs 
should be based on the principle of positive guidance. In essence, this principle suggests that hazard warnings be 
provided whenever a driver cannot anticipate a hazard in time to react safeiy. 

When a the town superintendent of highways decides that a condition on a town road is potentially hazardous, 
appropriate signing, in corÛ ormance with the NYSMUTCD, is to be provided. The Nevv York State Department of 
Transponation's "Traffic Sign Kandbcok for Low Volume Roads'* may be helpfiil in detennining thc type and Iocauon 
of signs to be used, once thc need for a sign has been established. 

Features that are inconsistent with the general driving environment should be identified and analyzed for thc possible 
installation of signs. Identification can be made by driving over the road and noting if a reduction in speed is necessarv* 
or if a surprising or unanticipated feature is encountered. Such things as isolated curves or nanow bridges, especially 
those with limited sight distance, shouid be evaluated for a "surprisê ' factor. Signs at every curve are generally not 
necessary on low volume roads as drivers are cognizant of conditions. Signs shouldbe restricted to those features that 
the tov\n superintendent ofhighways detennines arc inconsistent with the general highvvay environment and cannot be 
anticipated eariy enough for drivers to take appropriate defensive action. Records of all determinations should be made 
and properiy fiied for future reference. 

Signs on Designated Minimum Maintenance Roads 

1. De îq^ of road siyns. Tne NYS Department of Transronaucn has designed signs for posting nunimum 
maintenance roads. Such signs nottiv' and advise motorists that reduced leveis of mamtenance are in erTect. Tnece signs 
arc contained in the NYS Manual of Uniform Traffic Controi Devices. 

2. Installation of signs. Minimum maintenance road signs shail be mstalled at each end of the mmmium 
maintenance section and immediately bê /ond intersections with other public roads. Tne maximum distance benveen 
signs should not exceed two miles. Additionai installation conditions are set forth m the Manual. Posting of minimum 
maintenance road signs vvill not relieve the town of its responsibility to post ether legaily-required signs such as raihoad 
crossinas. dead ends, bridee caoacitv, low clearance and road closures. 
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Table 10 

Maintenance activities on tocal roads 

Activity Nonnal maintenance 
roads 

Minimuni maintenance 
roacis 

Hard surfaced roads 

Sealing cracks As necessary 
May be omitted 

consistent wiih decision 
to keep the road in 

service 

Hard surfaced roads 
Patching and filling 

potholes 
On demand May be omitted 

consistent wiih decision 
to keep the road in 

service 

Hard surfaced roads 

Surface treatments As necessary 

May be omitted 
consistent wiih decision 

to keep the road in 
service 

Hard surfaced roads 

Thin overlay As necessaiy 

May be omitted 
consistent wiih decision 

to keep the road in 
service 

travel surfaced roads 
Blading surface Frequently 

Infrequent travel surfaced roads Regravelling As necessary Infrequent travel surfaced roads 

Dust palliation As necessary 

Infrequent 

Al) roads Shoulder mainienance * As necessary May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Al) roads 

Removing snow Keep roads clear 

May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Roadsides 

Cleaning As necessary 

May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Roadsides 
Mowing Frequentiy 

May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Roadsides 
Brush control As necessary to maintain 

sight distance 

May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Roadsides 

Guideraii maintenance As necessary 

May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Roadsides 

Repair slope failures As necessary 

May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Drainage Clean cuiverts As necessary May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
10 keep road in service 

Drainage 

Clean ditches As necessary 

May be omitted 
consistent with decision 
10 keep road in service 

Bridges 

Cleaning 

As necessary to 
preserve the bridge 

May be omined 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Bridges 
Lubrication 

As necessary to 
preserve the bridge 

May be omined 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Bridges 
Painting 

As necessary to 
preserve the bridge 

May be omined 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Bridges 

Repair deck 

As necessary to 
preserve the bridge 

May be omined 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Bridges 

Clean drainage elements 

As necessary to 
preserve the bridge 

May be omined 
consistent with decision 
to keep road in service 

Sigiw Maintain In accordance with 
MUTCD* 

In accordance widi 
MUTCD* 

'aniuil on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
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A r t i c l e 4.- S e v e r a b i l i t v . I f any p a r t of t h i s Chapter s h a l l 
be found t o be v o i d , voidable, or unenforceable f o r any reason 
whatsoever, i t s h a l l not a f f e c t the v a l i d i t y or e n f o r c e a b i l i t y of 
any remaining s e c t i o n or p r o v i s i o n of t h i s Chapter. 

A r t i c l e 5. - E f f e c t i v e Date. This l o c a l law s h a l l take e f f e c t 
immediately upon f i l i n g w i t h the Secretary of State. 



(Compiete the certification in the paragraph that appiies to the flling of this local law and 
strike out that which Is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

I hereby certify that the locai law annexed hercto. designated as local law No I of-i^^^----
of the_(C6ttaP^Gtt7)(Town)(Vil^ of . . f l hKf . jy J . l was duly passed by lhe 

iP-wnclUsTAftti. on .j6^^ij.Pffs?r ^ -^ . -^ in accordance with the applicable provisions oflaw. 
I Name of LegisLaave Body) 

•̂ 1 (rmuuj!,u luC"arojlfflffl'»CTWf'WltiraptJt''!>'^^ li'O OlŜ '̂pprov J o "repassag afler disappro'WH 
by the Elective Chief Esecutive OfTicer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed herelo, designated as local law No ^C. of 19 
of the (Coumy)(City)(Town)(Village) of . „ was duiy passed by the 

on 19 — , and was (approved)(noj^pproved)(repassed after 
(Name ofLegisiotivt Body) 

disapproval) by Ihe and was deemed dul^^opted on 19-—, 
{EUcavt Chief Exeamvt Officer*) 

in accordance witfa the appiicable provisions of law. 

3. fFinai adoption by referendum.) 

I hereby cenify that the locai law annexed hereto, designaj^ as local law No of 19 
of the (County)(City)(Town)(Vinagfi) of - V ^ was duly passed by the 

on 19-— , and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after 
iName ofLegtsiaave Body) 

19 Such local law was submined 

to the people by reason of a (raandatorvji^pennissive) referendum, and received the affirmative vote of a maiority of 
the qualified electors voting thereon anhe (geaerTil)(spec:al)(annual) eiection heid on 19-— , in 
accordance with the applicable pro^ions of law. 

4. (Subject to penni^^e referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting 
referendum.) 

I hereby certif^raat the locai law aimexed hereto, designated as locai law No of 19. 
of the (Coug^(City)(Town)(VilIage) of was duiy passed by thc 

- on 19.— , and was (approved)(aot approved)(repassed after 
{Nameof Lt we Body) 

disaj^val) by the on 
(EUcave Otief Exeousve Ofjicer*) 

19 — . Such local law was subject to 

p^Tnissive referendum and no valid petilion requesting such referendum was filed as of 19.— , in 
ible Drovisions oflaw. 

* Elecdve Chief Executive Onicer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-
wide basis or, ifthere be none, the chairperson ofthe county leglslaUve body, the mayor ofa dty or village, or 
the supervisor ofa town where such officer is vested with the power to approve or velo local iaws or ordinances. 



5. '<€-ity°tgi^Tawcionceim Charter ruision proposed by petition.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. —g-*:!̂  of 19-
c ^ Z'.Vj c: having ce.ia sucmined lo re[erendugj«**?m5uam to the provisions of 
sectioa (36)(57) of the Murucipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affijgaarfffve vole of a majority of the 
quaiified electors ofsuch city voting thereon at the (special)(general) t l ep i f f^c ld on 19— 
became operative. 

6. (County local law conceming adoption opCTiarter.) 

I hereby certify that the locai law ajjatfxed hereto, designated as local law No -- of 19 
of the Coumy of ^^^y^. Slale of New York, having been submitted lo the electors 
atthe General Election op^ember 19—, pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 ofsection 33 ofthc 
Municipal Home Ry^ltf^aw, and having received the affirmative vote ofa majority oftfae quahfied electon oftfae cit­
ies of said coupl^as a unil and a majority of the qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit 
voting atsarogeaeral election, became operative. 
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I further ceriify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in tfais office and tfaat tfae same 
is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the maimer in­
dicated in paragrapfa —, above. . 

pLyyv^O-.^^ c<^ ^ 
Ceric of the Counry legisladve body. City, Town orVillage Qeric 
or otficer dcsignateci by locai legisladve body 

{Seal) Date:-

(Certification to be executed by Councy Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attomey, Village Attoraey or 
other authorized attomev of locaiitv.) 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF Oneida 

I , the undersigned, hereby csrtify tfaat tfae foregoing local law contains tfae correct text and tfaat all proper proceeding 
faave been faad or taken for the enactment of tfae local law^ 

Town Attomey 
Title 

fitttaty 

Town 
%m . Florence 
_ ' of 
Town 

Date: 
A p r i l 9, 2002 


